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Executive	Summary	of	“Considerations	Concerning	the	First	Formation	of	Languages”		In	these	passages	from	“Considerations	Concerning	the	First	Formation	of	Languages”,	Adam	Smith	proposes	an	account	of	the	development	of	language.		He	presumes	that	the	first	step	is	assigning	names	to	individuals,	which	he	regards	as	unproblematic.		His	aim	is	to	show	how	general	terms	(and	subsequently,	adjectives)	might	have	developed	from	the	starting	point	of	all	terms	being	proper	names	for	objects	(and	similarly	how	ordinary	verbs	might	have	developed	from	“impersonal	verbs”;	verbs	that	did	not	take	a	separate	subject	term	as	an	argument).		A	term	might	first	have	been	used	as	the	name	of	a	particular	river,	and	when	a	second	river	was	encountered,	the	resemblance	between	the	first	river	and	the	new	one	would	lead	the	speaker	to	apply	the	same	name.		Thus,	Smith	writes,	“the proper 
names of individuals, would each of them insensibly become the common name of a 
multitude.”  In other words, Smith’s account is that proper names are converted to 
common names via a process of autonomasia.  This portion of the story does not invoke a 
mental process of abstraction, by Smith’s lights.  True abstraction only enters the picture 
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